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Could	we	with	ink	the	ocean	fill,

And	were	the	skies	of	parchment	made;

Were	every	stalk	on	earth	a	quill,

And	every	man	a	scribe	by	trade.

To	write	the	love	of	God	above,

Would	drain	the	ocean	dry;

Nor	could	the	scroll	contain	the	whole

Tho'	stretched	from	sky	to	sky.

P R O G R AM 	N O T E S

T h o se 	w o rd s 	w e r e 	s c r a tc h e d 	o n 	th e 	w a ll	b y 	a 	p a t ie n t	o f 	a 	C a lifo r n ia 	 in s a n e

a s y lum 	in 	1 9 1 7 	a n d 	fo u n d 	a fte r 	h e 	w a s 	c a r r ie d 	to 	h is 	g r a v e .

A 	p a s to r 	s a t	o n 	a n 	em p ty 	 lem o n 	b o x 	a n d 	p u s h e d 	a g a in s t	 th e 	w a ll	w ith 	a

s tu b 	p e n c il	a n d 	p a p e r 	to 	d u p lic a te 	th em .	W h a t	h e 	d id n ’t 	k n o w ,	h o w e ve r,	 is

th a t	w h ile 	th a t	p a t ie n t	w ro te 	th o s e 	w o rd s ,	h e 	o n ly 	r e c ite d 	th em ,	 fo r 	th e y

h a d 	b e e n 	w r it te n 	a 	th o u s a n d 	ye a r s 	e a r lie r 	 in 	a 	Je w is h 	p o em 	c a lle d

"A k d am u t."

C O M P O S E R 	N O T E S

A 	c o u p le 	o f 	y e a r s 	a g o ,	 I	s a w 	"W h e n 	W o rd s 	Fa il" 	a s 	a 	t it le 	 in 	m y 	m in d ,	b u t	 I

d id n 't 	k n o w 	w h a t	 fu tu r e 	p ie c e 	 it 	w a s 	fo r,	o r 	 if 	 it 	w a s 	 ju s t 	"a 	g o o d 	 id e a ." 	 In

2 0 2 2 	I	h a d 	a 	d r e am 	in 	w h ic h 	 I	s a w 	a 	s c o r e 	c o v e r 	 in 	p in k 	w ith 	a 	h u e 	o f 	g o ld .

T h e r e 	w a s 	c o n fe tt i	o n 	th e 	c o v e r.	Fo r 	 fu n ,	 I	r e c r e a te d 	w h a t	 I	s a w .	A 	 fe w

m o n th s 	a fte r 	 I	s to r e d 	 it 	a w a y,	R a c h e l	Ta litm a n 	c o n ta c te d 	m e 	w ith 	a

c om m is s io n 	fo r 	h a r p 	a n d 	v io la .	 I	w o k e 	o u t	o f 	a n o th e r 	d r e am 	s o o n 	a fte r 	a n d

h e a rd 	a 	v io la 	p la y in g 	a 	b e a u t ifu l, 	s o a r in g 	 lin e 	th a t	c am e 	d o w n 	a n d 	e n d e d 	 in

a 	s tu tte r.	 I	 r e a liz e d 	I	h a d 	h e a rd 	a 	c lip 	o f 	 th e 	n e w 	p ie c e 	b u t	s u d d e n ly 	 I

r e a liz e d 	th e 	r e a s o n 	fo r 	a 	s tu tte r.	 It 	 is ,	 in 	a 	s e n s e ,	a n 	 in a b ility 	 to 	e xp r e s s

w o rd s .	T h e n 	I	k n e w 	w h e r e 	th e 	t it le 	b e lo n g e d 	a n d 	p u t	 it 	o n 	th e 	c o v e r.	A s 	 if

th a t	w a s n 't 	e n o u g h ,	a 	m o n th 	 la te r 	 I	r e c e iv e d 	a 	g ift 	 fr om 	a n 	o u t-o f- to w n

fr ie n d 	w h o 	k n e w 	n o th in g 	a b o u t	th is .	T h e 	g ift 	w a s 	a 	sm a ll	d is h 	w ith 	th e

w o rd s :	"w h e n 	w o rd s 	fa il, 	m u s ic 	s p e a k s ." 	 I	w a s 	" t ic k le d 	p in k !"

~ Ju d ith 	M a r k o v ic h



M OV EM EN T S

I.	W e r e 	E n d le s s 	O ce a n s 	o f 	 In k

II. 	S e la h 	O n e

III . 	W e r e 	Va s t	S k ie s 	o f 	P a r c hm e n t

IV.	S e la h 	Tw o

V.	W e r e 	E v e r y 	S ta lk 	a 	Q u ill

	* V I.	S e la h 	T h r e e

V II.	W e r e 	E v e r y 	M a n 	a 	S c r ib e

1 4 ′1 3″

IN S T R U C T IO N :

H a rm o n ic s 	 in 	h a r p 	s o u n d 	a n 	o c ta v e 	h ig h e r 	th a n 	w r it te n 	p itc h .

P a te t ic o :	w ith 	 fe e lin g ,	m o v in g ly

A f fe c tu o so :	te n d e r

* V I.	c a n 	b e 	p e r fo rm e d 	o n 	v io la 	d 'am o re .

N O T IC E :	P u r c h a s e r(s ) 	o f 	 th is 	m u s ic 	 f ile 	a r e 	e n t it le d 	to 	 its 	u s e 	fo r 	th e ir 	p e r s o n a l	e n jo ym e n t	a n d

p u b lic 	p e r fo rm a n ce .	H o w e ve r,	a n y 	d u p lic a t io n ,	a d a p ta t io n ,	a r r a n g in g 	a n d /o r 	tr a n sm is s io n 	o f 	 th is

c o p y r ig h te d 	m u s ic 	r e q u ir e s 	th e 	w r it te n 	c o n s e n t	o f 	 th e 	c o p y r ig h t	o w n e r(s ) 	a n d 	o f 	S c r ib e L ig h t	M U S IC .

U n a u th o r iz e d 	u s e 	 is 	a n 	 in fr in g em e n t	o f 	 th e 	c o p y r ig h t	 la w s 	o f 	 th e 	U n ite d 	S ta te s 	a n d 	o th e r 	c o u n tr ie s

a n d 	m a y 	s u b je c t 	 th e 	u s e r 	to 	c iv il	a n d /o r 	c r im in a l	p e n a lt ie s .	

© 	2 0 2 3 	S c r ib e L ig h t	M U S IC 	(A S C A P )

A ll	R ig h ts 	R e s e r v e d .	P r in te d 	 in 	U .S .A .

ju d ithm a r k o v ic h .c om 	• 	N a sh v ille ,	T N 	•

m u s ic s h o p@ sc r ib e lig h tm u s ic .c om

To 	o b ta in 	a 	p u b lic 	p e r fo rm a n ce 	 lic e n s e 	fo r 	th is 	w o r k ,	c o n ta c t

A S C A P 	w ith 	W o r k 	 ID 	9 2 1 4 1 3 3 6 9 .

To 	o b ta in 	m e c h a n ic a l	a n d /o r 	s y n c 	r ig h ts ,	

c o n ta c t	m u s ic s h o p@ sc r ib e lig h tm u s ic .c om .	

T h a n k 	yo u 	fo r 	yo u r 	s u p p o r t .

W o r ld 	P r em ie r e :	D e c em b e r 	2 0 2 3

		( v io lis t 	P ie r r e 	H e n r i	X u e r e b 	a n d 	h a r p is t 	R a c h e l	Ta litm a n )
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I. 	W e r e 	E n d le s s 	O ce a n s 	o f 	 In k

F u ll	s c o r e

C om m is s io n e d 	b y 	R a c h e l	Ta litm a n

WHEN 	WORDS 	 FA I L

S u ite 	 fo r 	V io la 	a n d 	H a r p

JU D IT H 	M A R K O V IC H
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I I . 	 S e l a h 	 O n e
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I V. 	 S e l a h 	 T w o
W e re 	M y r ia d s 	o f 	To n g u e s 	a 	C h o r u s
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	 * V I . 	 S e l a h 	 T h r e e
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V I I . 	 W e r e 	 E v e r y 	 M a n 	 a 	 S c r i b e

	W W F1 0 4 7 -0 1
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